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Juneau Arts and Humanities Council – Juneau School District

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

2010-2011 TEACHING ARTIST PROFILE and APPLICATION*

Name
Sarah Newsham
Address:
The Canvas


223 Seward Street Juneau AK 99801
Phone Number:
586.1750
Email Address:
snewsham@reachak.org
Preferred Method for contact: email and phone
I am available to work/teach 

_x___ in 1 - 2 week residency period 


_  x     I am flexible, could work different times

_x___can work 1 day/week for a month or more

__x___ could work part days, different times 

Arts Education and/or Arts Background
· Graduated 2007 from Loyola University Chicago with minor in fine arts (painting and drawing)

· Employment at The Canvas Community Art Studio and Gallery since August, 2010
· Partners In Education classes -Fall 2009

· Marimba teacher training by Kutandara-March 2010

ART FORM(s) and age of students you are interested in working with. 
· Marimbas-Zimbabwean community instruments that introduce polyrhythms and music playing as a group. Zimbabwean culture and history is incorporated in instruction, with lessons adjusted for ages 8 and up. 

· Fine arts-Painting, drawing, mixed media, and pottery. I am particularly interested in telling stories and self expression, with academic connections to culture, history, literature, creative arts, and science. 

What themes, concepts, experiences do you want to share with students?


I believe firmly in building community, of inclusion, the freedom of self expression, and letting go of the idea of perfection. I would like to co-teach with a REACH artist who experiences a disability who would also embody these ideas. 

Prior teaching experiences (apart from residencies)

· The Canvas Community Art Studio and Gallery—I support artists with developmental disabilities as they create. I also teach saori weaving and marimbas to wide variety of ages and abilities. Mediums I have worked with include charcoal, pastels, pencil, hand built pottery, painted and fused glass, encaustic painting, watercolor, acrylic and oil paint, felting, monoprinting, linoleum prints, mixed media, music, wire sculpture, found object art, and tie dye  (Juneau, AK 8/08-current)

· Glacier Valley Elementary—I co-teach the afterschool pottery club with a REACH artist, instructing youth in handbuilding techniques with projects such as animal pinch pots and nature trivets (Juneau- 11/10-current)
· Kamp Kutandara (A Zimbawean arts camp in Boulder, CO)-- I lead youth in African based art projects, such as mask making, yarn figures, drawing animals, weaving, and beading. (Boulder, CO 7/10)

· Edgewater Community Center afterschool art program coordinator –planned and led art lessons for 50 youth and mentors twice a month (Chicago, IL 8/03-12/04)
Why do you want to teach the arts in Juneau schools?

I want to share the freedom of the arts, to let kids connect with something bigger than themselves, like Zimbabwean music, or be allowed to experiment with something, like the sensory filled process of clay. I also want to continue collaboration with the Canvas and the greater community of Juneau, especially by co-teaching with one of our REACH artists. 

Past Experience with Artist in the Schools residencies:   None to Date: __x_____
Have you been part of the Juneau Teaching Artist workshop series?

____x___Yes, whole series
__ __ Yes, some of the workshops
_____ No, not yet
3 references 

MK MacNaughton, Canvas Program Developer. 586 1750. mk@canvasarts.org
Amy Stewart, Kutandara Center Program Director. 303 443 2969. amy@kutandara.com
Barbara Lydon, artist. 412 526 9644. lydon_barbara@yahoo.com 
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