


The Montessori Classroom

A Montessori classroom:

Provides for extended uninterrupted work
periods, where each child has the time needed
for learning and mastery.

Allows for individualized instruction in a
mixed-age group

Includes specially designed Montessori
materials to help children learn speci ¢
concepts and skills

Offers opportunities for leadership, modeling,
and long-term relationships.

Encourages children to follow their interests,
make appropriate choices, and take
responsibility for their education

Stresses the importance of balancing freedom
with responsibility while teaching care and
respect for others.

Encourages a strong sense of community among
teachers and students

Montessori Elementary

The elementary classrooms are multi-grade (1/2/3
and 4/5/6) and children generally remain with the
same teacher for three years. This gives teachers
and families an opportunity to get to know each
other well, develop community, and work together
from one year to the next.

The day is organized around an uninterrupted
3-hour “Great Period”, during which children focus
on academic subjects. Children plan and select their
work and the order in which their work will be done,
while the teacher provides guidance and presents
lessons.

Children as young as 1st grade are encouraged to
research subjects that interest them. Depending on
the subject and the child, the result of this
exploration may take the form of a research paper,
map, poster, science experiment, art or other project.

P.E., recess, silent reading, and other aspects of the
elementary school day are scheduled after the Great
Period. Lunch is eaten family-style in the classroom.
Art, drama, vocal and instrumental music are
integrated into the child’s day.

The elementary community is designed so children
can work with those who are older and younger.
Children have the opportunity to be leaders and
followers, to both teach and learn, and to socialize
with children of different ages.

Montessori Middle Schoo

The Adolescent Montessori Program (grades 7-8)
emphasizes academics, social responsibility, and
service to the community.

AMP provides a small and supportive setting in
which students can attain personal independence
through academic choice, social responsibility, and
service to the community. In this environment,
students feel secure enough to risk being different
and to consider unfamiliar points of view.

Basic to advanced math and literature are taught
daily, while science, history and geography are
covered in intensive blocks to allow for in-depth
exploration and learning. Classes in Spanish, art,
music, and P.E. round out the curriculum.

AMP provides a supportive community where
students know they are respected and cared for,
where they can challenge themselves through hard
work, grow responsibly, and build meaningful
relationships with peers and teachers.




