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CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU

BOARD OF EDUCATION

APRIL 29, 2009

Special Meeting– 4:30  P.M.

ADOPTED

1.0 CALL TO ORDER. The special meeting of the City and Borough of Juneau Board of Education, held in the Juneau Douglas High School Library, was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Board President, Mark Choate.

2.0 FLAG SALUTE. Mark Choate, Board President, led the flag salute.

3.0 ROLL CALL  
Members Present: 

Mark Choate, President

Andi Story, Vice-President 

Destiny Sargeant, Clerk 

Phyllis Carlson 

Ed Flanagan

Sally Saddler

Members Absent: 

JoAnne Bell-Graves- excused 

Administrators:

Peggy Cowan, Superintendent 

Laury Scandling, Assistant Superintendent

David Means, Director of Administrative Services

4.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Destiny Sargeant moved and Andi Story seconded the motion to approve the agenda as presented. MOTION PASSED. 

5.0 OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

None.

6.0 PROPOSED DAY SCHEDULE CHANGES (FIRST READING)

Kevin Hansen, manager at First Student bus company, outlined cost differences for having middle school begin at 8:30 a.m., rather than the proposed time of 8:00 a.m. 

Cindy Evans, commented that she is completely opposed to the change as it would make after school activities run later and therefore force students to go to bed even later.

Matt Dobson, commented that he opposes the change as a parent of two elementary school children and one soon to be enrolled, commented that starting earlier would force younger students to go to bed earlier, effecting their ability to participate in many after school and evening community activities.

Matt Campell, eight grader, commented that he opposes the change cutting in on time to do after school jobs, activities and socializing. Mr. Campbell said that elementary school times would be very early for children in the early grades. Mr. Campbell commented that getting out later would not allow older siblings to take care of younger ones.

Judy Campbell, parent, read aloud a letter and commented that her family is opposed to the change and said that they should be encouraging teenagers to develop healthy sleep and work habits and that help them transition to college and the work world. Ms. Campbell said that this change would disrupt after school activities and make child care for younger children an issue for some families.

Richard Steele, teacher at JDHS and parent of two high school students, said he opposes the schedule changes and commented that basing a schedule on the clock does not make sense in this latitude with long days in summer and short ones in winter, when children are attuned to the sun not an arbitrary time. Mr. Steel said many students, including his daughter, have after school jobs and getting out later would disrupt the time they can work.

Chris Cummins commented that his daughter in high school is opposed to the change and this change in time and said that this would impact after school activities, jobs, and child  care options.

Zane Clark commented that there is good wisdom in the Ben Franklin quote, early to bed, early to rise and he has seen positive changes in his children since they began new schedules in high school.

Sandy West commented that this change would impact childcare options, sports and after school activities.

Patty Rourke, teacher at DZ, commented that she is in favor of the change, but does not understand the rationale for earlier times at the middle school level when they are also going through puberty and need extra sleep and also need supervision after school.

Carrie Pusich, commented that she is opposed to the change and said because the cost of busing is a major factor in the change, overcrowding of buses is a concern.

Gail Fenumia commented that she is opposed to the change and said that at any age students may need help getting up in the morning and agrees with all of the other comments from people there. Ms. Fenumia commented that an unfixable problem would be those families that would now need to find childcare for their children.

Andi Story asked how the current 8 a.m. start time at Glacier Valley has been working for families. Ted Wilson explained that there are only about ten students in the early RALLY childcare program but many more in the afternoon program. Mr. Wilson said that most of the students are driven to school and of those, most seem to be dropped off on their parents’ way to work.

Andi Story asked if Mr. Wilson had any comments about the concern about bed times for students. Mr. Wilson replied that he does not know the specifics of how this has been at home for children, however, their children are just as active in school and after school activities as those with the current later start time. 

Ms. Story asked how Glacier Valley’s RALLY program size would compare to those at other schools. Wayne Hixson explained that MRCS’s program is currently larger than those at Auke Bay and Glacier Valley.

Ms. Story asked for the earliest that students would have to be picked up. Mr. Hansen said that the earliest times would be around 7 to 7:15 a.m. 

Mr. Choate asked if perhaps there would be an increase in the number of high school students riding buses and a decrease in the number of elementary students riding, due to parents’ work schedules, many of whom are employed by the state in this town.

Ms. Story asked how an earlier start time would impact children who take part in the breakfast program. Carmen Katasse commented that they would just have the breakfast program with the time change and that in the Switzer and Lemon Creek area many children seem to have someone home to watch them and it does not seem as if the changes would impact their after school supervision?

Rebecca Braun, parent, commented that she supports the schedule change and there are always going to be hardships and adjustments with any change. Ms. Braun said that this would help eliminate trouble older students might get into with unsupervised hours in the afternoon.

Angie Lunda commented that she supports the change for the fact that many elementary children naturally get up earlier and their prime learning time is earlier in the morning when many are accustomed to watching television until it is time for them to go to work.

7.0 SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT- NONE
8.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS- NONE

10.0 ADJOURNMENT

Destiny Sargeant moved and Sally Saddler seconded the motion that the Board adjourn at approximately 6:00 p.m. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

______________________________               ______________________________
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