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Juneau Arts and Humanities Council – Juneau School District

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

2009-10 TEACHING ARTIST PROFILE and APPLICATION

Name
Roblin Gray Davis

Address:
512 W. 11th Street


Juneau, AK 99801

Phone Number:
907-523-9070 (mobile)

Email Address:
roblingray@gmail.com

Preferred Method for contact?: Telephone for immediate contact, email otherwise

I am available to work/teach (check all that apply)

________ in 1 - 2 week residency period only

__X__ I am flexible, could work different times

___X___ can work 1 day/week for a month or more

__X_ could work part days, different times 

1. Arts Education and/or arts background

I hold an M.F.A. in Theatre and a B.A. in Political Ecology/Philosophy of Art, with a Certificate from the Professional Training Program at the Dell’Arte International School of Physical Theatre. I have been an actor, director, mask-maker, puppeteer and mime in association with Perseverance Theatre since 1999 in addition to producing my own actor-created theatre. I attended the JAHC/PIE Teaching Artist trainings (2009) and the Kennedy Center/Alaska Council on the Arts Teaching Artist workshops.

2.ART FORM(s) and age of students you are interested in working with. 

THEATRE ARTS

The theatre forms I teach include movement, mime, masks, puppetry, clowning, scriptwriting, vocal expression and performance skills. Providing opportunities for profound imaginative play gives students permission to explore and express their unique creative impulses. Research reveals that meaningful exposure to the arts increases the learning potential for all students. In addition, engaging in theatre arts builds confidence, develops cooperation and ignites enthusiasm for learning. 

Kinesthetic Learning: Expressive movement, physical acting and body awareness
The body is an actor’s instrument. A performer must have a sensitive, flexible, strong and expressive physical presence for compelling, effective storytelling. Through theatre games and exercises, I create a framework for understanding physical agility, the use of gesture and the importance of the communicative power of body language.

(Alaska State Standards: Art A)

The Ensemble (community building): Collaborative decision-making and building trust through risk-taking
Theatre is inherently a collaborative art. There is no theatre without performers working together for an audience. I create an inclusive, safe learning environment to collectively discuss pertinent subjects, explore new concepts, practice attentive listening and experience positive group dynamics.

(Alaska State Standards: Art A, C & D/ Skills for a Healthy Life C)

Creative Expression: Speech, vocal expression and scriptwriting
Theatre is a very adaptable and malleable art form. Subjects for plays can be based on ANY content area. Working with scripts give students rich writing, reading and speaking experiences. 

(Alaska State Standards: Art A & D/ English A, B, C & E)

Elements of Theatre: the formal elements and principles of art
I use the formal elements of art (line, value, shapes, forms, space, color, texture) and the principles of art (balance, contrast, movement, emphasis, pattern, proportion, unity) to teach theatre appreciation, support devising skills and encourage parallel thinking between performance art and visual art. 

(Alaska State Standards: Art A, B & C)

Design and Production 

Designing and building masks and puppets give opportunities for applied math and science problem solving. I provide hands-on tactile exercises that help students construct understanding of concepts such as geometry, proportion, symmetry, measurement, and forces and motion. 

(Alaska State Standards: Art A & D, Math A, B & E, Science B)

3. What themes, concepts, experiences do you want to share with students?

Making authentic contact - with your own creative impulses, with your colleagues and with your audience – is the basic principle of theatre. Out of this contact comes provocative and meaningful storytelling. At the heart of my teaching lies the goal of simply making contact with the world and our individual creativity. I approach making authentic contact with enthusiasm for lateral thinking, attention to a trusting learning environment and the deep desire for expressive freedom. With encouragement of non-linear thinking comes a greater depth of understanding the human experience and the potential for transformative personal growth. My goal is to foster greater self-awareness while strengthening bonds to the community in which we exist. 

4. Prior Teaching Experiences (apart from residencies)

I have taught acting, playwriting, theatre appreciation, drama for the K-8 classroom, mask-making, mask performance, puppetry, rock-climbing, aikido, body awareness and movement for a variety of ages in diverse settings. I have taught at the Sitka Fine Arts Camp for many years and for Perseverance Theatre’s Summer Theatre Arts Rendezvous. I am currently the Director of the Joint Theatre Program, a partnership between the University of Alaska and Perseverance Theatre in Juneau, AK.

5. Why do you want to teach the arts in Juneau schools?

I believe arts education is imperative to pass on an appreciation for art, the creative process, individualism and prepare artists of the next generation. I benefited from tremendous art experiences as a student myself and wish to facilitate similar art encounters for current students. Juneau is my hometown.

6. Past Experience with Artist in the Schools residencies: (list all)    None to Date: ________

Date
   School/ Grades
   School Location
   Length of Residency
   Art Form(s)


2008
Auke Bay School – K/1/2
Juneau, AK
3 weeks
Storytelling/Theatre

2006
Harborview School – K-5
Juneau, AK 
2 weeks
Animation


2005
Whittier School – K-12
Whittier, AK 
2 weeks
Clown Theatre


2005
Rae C. Stedman School – 3/4/5
Petersburg, AK 
2 weeks
Mask-making


2005
Northway School – 6/7/8
Northway, AK
2 weeks
Paper masks

2004
Yakutat School – K-8
Yakutat, AK 
2 weeks
Mask-making


2003
Hoonah School – K-5
Hoonah, AK 
2 weeks
Mask-making


2002
Mendenhall River – 3/4/5
Juneau, AK 
2 weeks
Mask-making


2001
Riverbend Elementary – 3/4/5
Juneau, AK 
3 weeks
Found-object Puppetry


2000
Juneau Charter School – K-6
Juneau, AK 
2 weeks
Puppet Theatre


7. Have you been part of the Juneau Teaching Artist workshop series?

___X__Yes, whole series
______ Yes, some of the workshops
_____ No, not yet

8. 3 REFERENCES

Loralie Heagy, 907-209-8063, loralie_heagy@jsd.k12.ak.us
Ryan Conarro, 907-321-2888, rconarro@hotmail.com
Roger Schmidt, 907-747-3085, rschmidt@fineartscamp.org
9. Other Comments that help illuminate your work or life as an artist???

The power of theatre is in telling our stories of striving, searching and growing with artistic transposition that portrays our invisible, metaphysical, interior spaces through the visible, substantial physical world. It is liberating, transformative and powerful.
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