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ARTS EDUCATION LEADERSHIP

Instructor

Drama in the Classroom, University of Alaska Master of Arts in Teaching Program, Summer 2008

I led master’s-degree candidates at the University of Alaska in discovering techniques to use drama to teach the Alaska Content Standards in the primary school classroom.  We explored in-depth the theatre education techniques of tableau and reader’s theatre. 

Arts Education Specialist and Trainer
Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education, Kennedy Center for the Arts, Fall 2007 – Spring 2008
I serve the Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education by providing training workshops for Alaskan arts educators, part of the Kennedy Center’s partnership with the Juneau Arts & Humanities Council and the Juneau School District.  As a recipient of the 2007 Creative Ticket Award for Excellence in Arts Education, I will direct a special arts residency at Glacier Valley School in 2008, leading to a national tour of the play Tides & the Tempest to Washington, D.C.

District Drama Education Specialist
U.S. Dept of Education Arts-Based Literacy Program, Lower Kuskokwim School District, Spring 2007 – present

I am leading several aspects of arts-based curriculum and program development at LKSD.  I conduct intensive professional development in-services for teachers to learn drama-based teaching techniques.  I visit the nine participating school sites (2 schools in Bethel, AK, and 7 sites in outlying Alaska Native villages) to implement drama-based programs and continue mentoring teachers. I’m developing and adapting culturally responsible drama strategies to meet the needs of English Language Learners (ELL) and their teachers.

Adjunct Professor
Voice & Speech for Theatre, University of Alaska Southeast School of Arts & Sciences, Fall 2007
I led undergraduate theatre minors in intensive, conservatory-style training in theatrical voice and speech production, drawing on my training    in the Chuck Jones voice method and the Edith Skinner speech method.

Instructor & Program Developer
Drama in the AK Public School Curriculum, Alaska Arts Education Consortium Basic Arts Institute (with University of Alaska Southeast), July 2005 – present 

I lead public school teachers from across the state in discovering techniques to use drama to teach the Alaska Content Standards in the primary, middle, and high school classrooms.  We explore in-depth the theatre education technique of Process Drama. The course also includes extensive analysis of brain theory supporting arts-based education, and it provides assessment tools for arts-based instruction.  Participants earn college credit through University of Alaska Southeast.  In 2005 I instructed 28 participants; in 2007, 40 participants; in 2008, 27 participants.

Conservatory Instructor & Stage Director
Sitka Fine Arts Camp, Sitka, Summer 2007
I designed and implemented a conservatory-style curriculum, teaching Acting Fundamentals, Shakespeare, and Creating Original Work classes for students in grades 9 through 12.  I directed the other camp theatre faculty in an evening of theatre for camp participants.  I also worked as stage director for an abbreviated production of Shakespeare’s King Lear performed by the students.

Adjunct Professor
Drama in the K-8 Curriculum, University of Alaska Southeast School of Education, 2005 - 06

I led undergraduate education majors in discovering techniques to use drama to teach the Alaska Content Standards in the primary and middle school classrooms.  We explored in-depth the theatre education technique of Process Drama, and we studied Eric Jensen’s book Teaching With the Brain in Mind to learn to function as advocates for the legitimacy of arts-based education.
ARTS EDUCATION LEADERSHIP continued
Conservatory Instructor, Stage Director, & Sound Designer
Perseverance Theatre Summer Theatre Arts Rendezvous (STAR), Juneau, Summer 2006
I designed and implemented a conservatory-style curriculum for the month-long summer program, teaching Voice, Speech, and Shakespeare to students in grades 6 through 12.  I also worked as stage director and sound designer for a full production of Shakespeare’s As You Like It for a cast of 6th-8th grade students.  Our production concept was a cartoon world filled with physical comedy and lively orchestral music.

Resident Drama Instructor
‘Art is Elementary’ Integrated Arts Education Program, Glacier Valley Elementary School, 2004-2006

I spent two and a half years building the drama segment of Glacier Valley School’s arts-based education program.  I worked closely with classroom teachers (K-5) to understand their class curricula.  I then developed weekly and/or residency-style drama lessons to enhance and develop students’ academic experiences, as well as to grow their fine arts skills in line with the Alaska State Content Standards.

Creator, Director, Instructor
PROLOGUE: Introducing Students to Shakespeare & Other Great Playwrights, Perseverance Theatre, 

     Fall 2004

I designed a comprehensive theatre education course for all 9th graders at Juneau-Douglas High School.  I directed the program and coordinated scheduling, as well as writing an in-depth 12-page study guide for teachers.  I wrote grants to support the program, and I initiated a partnership with Penguin Press New York for 600 free copies of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  In connection with the production of that play on the PT mainstage, I taught freshman English classes the content of the play and the techniques of performing Shakespeare.  PROLOGUE culminated with students from each class coming to the theatre and performing the play themselves on PT’s professional set.

Instructor
Preserving the Past, Sharing the Present: Dramatic Storytelling, Alaska State Museum, Fall 2004

With Alaska Native storyteller George Holly, I taught a workshop for middle school age youth on the art of storytelling.  We focused on Alaska Native stories as well as non-Native, Western culture stories.   The students experienced basic training in technical performance skills.  The workshop culminated with students writing and performing their own stories, reflecting their own life experiences.

Instructor
French Restoration Period Styles, JDHS Drama Department, Spring 2004

I taught a semester-long period style class in connection with my production of David Hirson’s La Bete on the JDHS stage.  I led students in handling the language of rhyming verse couplets; I guided them through extensive research projects on the history and culture of the French Restoration; and I taught them Restoration movement and decorum practices with the help of a guest choreographer.

Master Teacher
Shakespeare Performance & Physical Theatre Courses, Aquila Theatre Company, 2002-2003

I led classes throughout the U.S. at high schools, colleges, and community arts centers.  Students learned general acting techniques; skills for performing Shakespeare; and physical theatre skills.

Instructor
theatregames! Summer Improvisation Workshop, Nome Boys & Girls Club, Summer 2002

As part of the Nome Boys & Girls Club Summer Arts Program, I created and taught a class for elementary and middle school students on theatre improvisation.  Our work focused on theatre games that instill strong social skills, such as teamwork, cooperation, patience, and respect.

Instructor
‘Waiting For Lefty’: Basics of Dramatic Writing, St. Mary High School, Jersey City, NJ, Spring 2001

I led a 9th grade English class in inner-city jersey City on a course to write their own dramatic works.  We used Clifford Odets’ play Waiting For Lefty to look at how good dramatic writing is constructed.  Students finished the course by writing and performing their own monologues and scenes.

ORIGINAL WORK FOR STAGE
2009
Eight Stars of Gold


Lead Writer
Perseverance Theatre Commission

2008 
Anansi! A Children’s Musical

Writer

Juneau Community Charter School








(JCCS) Commission


2007 
Arctic Magic Flute An Alaskan Opera
Librettist
Opera to GO! Commission


2007
The Light Princess A Children’s Musical
Adaptor
JCCS Commission



2006
The Great Jugarito A Children’s Musical
Adaptor
JCCS Commission



2005 
The Boy Who Found the Light A Play Adaptor
JCCS Commission 



2001
Arturo’s Christmas Lesson Radio Play
Co-Writer
KNOM Radio, Nome

2001
The Honey Baked Ham Company

Creator; Actor
NYU Experimental Theatre Wing

2000
time: more lovely and more temperate
Creator; Actor
Int’l Theatre Workshop, Amsterdam
DIRECTING FOR STAGE (selected)
2009
Eight Stars of Gold


Perseverance Theatre

2009
Dying City



Thunder Mountain Theatre Project

2008
The Beauty Queen of Leenane

Thunder Mountain Theatre Project

2008
Tides & the Tempest


Kennedy Center Millenium Stage & National







Museum of the American Indian at the Smithsonian

2007 
Arctic Magic Flute 


Opera to GO! Alaska Statewide Tour

2006
Julius Caesar



Ketchikan High School

2006
Pippin




Juneau-Douglas High School Drama Dept.

2004
Don Pasquale



Opera to GO! Alaska/Canada Tour

2001
Cymbeline



Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, London

2000
Henry V: The Prologues

Atlantic Theater Company, NYC

ARTS EDUCATION LEADERSHIP

2005-present 
Adjunct Professor…………..
University of Alaska Southeast (UAS) Theatre







Department & UAS Education Department 

2007-present
Teaching Artist
……………..
Lower Kuskokwim School District Literacy Through






Arts Program


2008-present
Teaching Artist Trainer……...
Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts Education Alaska






Partners
in Education Program

2007-08
Conservatory Instructor……...
Sitka Fine Arts Camp






2006

Conservatory Instructor………Perseverance Theatre Summer Theatre Arts







Rendezvous (STAR)





2004-07
Resident Teaching Artist……..Glacier Valley Elem. ‘Art is Elementary’ Program

2004

Creator, Director……………..Perseverance Theatre’s High School Education






Program  ‘PROLOGUE: Introducing Students to






Shakespeare & Other Great Playwrights’ 

ALASKA ARTIST IN SCHOOLS RESIDENCIES, 2004-09 (selected)
-Anvil City Science Academy, Nome




-Chevak School, Chevak

-Gladys Dart School, Manley Hot
Springs

-Juneau Community Charter School,
Juneau

-Ketchikan High School, Ketchikan
-Salcha Elementary, Salcha 

OFF-BROADWAY & NATIONAL TOUR Performance


2003
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Demetrius; Starveling
New Victory Theatre, 42nd Street 
2003
The Importance of Being Earnest
Merriman/Ensemble
Baruch Performing Arts Center 
REGIONAL THEATRE Performance Experience (selected)
2009 
Shakespeare’s R&J

Juliet


Thunder Mountain Theatre 

2008
The Government Inspector

Khlestakov (‘Lars’)
Perseverance Theatre 
2007
True West


Austin


Thunder Mountain Theatre 
2006
Noises Off


Garry/Roger

Perseverance Theatre 

2006
Hamlet



Horatio

Perseverance Theatre 

2006
The Laramie Project

Ensemble

Perseverance Theatre 

2002
Our Town


Stage Manager

Nome Drama Guild 

2001
Do You Know Where…?

Boy


Irreputable Theater Company NYC

2000
Cymbeline


Arviragus; Philario
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art,








London












EDUCATION & TRAINING

· BFA, Drama & English – New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, 2001 (3.92 GPA)



Including training in acting, directing, creating original work, voice, speech, and movement

· Graduate Studies, Drama in Education – Creative Arts Team at NYU’s Gallatin School of



Individualized Study, 2001

· Graduate Studies, Creating Original Work, Acting, & Directing – Skidmore College’s Saratoga


International Theatre Institute, 2008

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

· Champions of Youth Award – Juneau School District, 2008

· Juneau Arts & Humanities Council Individual Artist Grant – JAHC, 2008

· Kennedy Center Creative Ticket National Schools of Distinction Award (participating


resident artist and curriculum writer at Glacier Valley School) – Kennedy Center for the Arts, 2007

· Connie Boochever Artist Fellowship – Alaska State Council on the Arts, 2004

· J.S. Seidman Award for Excellence in Drama (top student in undergraduate Drama Department)


NYU Tisch School of the Arts, 2001

· Alaska Goldie Award “Best Entertainment Program” (for co-writing and -directing Arturo’s


Christmas Lesson, a radio play at KNOM Radio) – Alaska Broadcasters Association, 2002
· Alaska Goldie Award “Best Service to Community” (for writing and producing Fetal Alcohol


Syndrome in Western Alaska, a news radio series) – Alaska Broadcasters Association, 2002
· Alaska Goldie Award “Best Comedy Feature” (for writing and producing Zombies in Nome, a


radio feature) – Alaska Broadcasters Association, 2002
