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Juneau Arts and Humanities Council – Juneau School District

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

2009-10 TEACHING ARTIST PROFILE and APPLICATION
Name
Sarah Conarro
Address:
P.O. Box 43 Gustavus Alaska (permanent mailing though am mostly in Juneau)


Phone Number:
(907) 209-8457
Email Address:
smconarro@gmail.com
Preferred Method for contact: email and phone
I am available to work/teach 

____ in 1 - 2 week residency period only


_X_ I am flexible, could work different times

________ can work 1 day/week for a month or more

_____ could work part days, different times 
1. Arts Education and/or arts background
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Painting and Drawing, Lamar Dodd School of Art, The University of Georgia, Athens GA 

Specialized training with Atlanta-based Cuban artist Alejandro Aguilera, including carving and abstract arts.

2. ART FORM(s) and age of students you are interested in working with 

I am a visual artist. 
I have experience with grades K-12 and core study integration with subjects including writing, math, history, science, reading, and communication. I enjoy teaching a range of topics within art including the fundamentals of drawing (‘how to draw’), portraiture, the basic of watercolors, collage technique, paper mache/3-d design, set design, prop design, and murals. I believe that core studies and visual arts are a logical match and working to integrate the two together is doable on all grade levels in all subjects.  
I am familiar with the Alaska State Standards and enjoy working with adults to come up with ideas in which to boost the topic they want to focus on in their class project. These are some general example projects are easily adapted to integrate core studies as well as address state standards in art and have a finished product: 

Large-scale, single-piece collaborative works: Exterior or interior painted murals

          Interior painted and collage murals

          Backdrops/set flats for plays (can do in conjunction with a theater artist)

          Mosaics (interior or exterior)

          Paper mache sculptures

Individual works: Folded paper sculptures (lesson for math, design, story-telling, etc.)

                           Paper mache sculptures (lessons may include light (translucence), animals, story-telling, & history.)


            Collage (lessons may include history, writing, reading, etc.)

3. What themes, concepts, experiences do you want to share with students?

Working collaboratively is a primary focus I have with the students for at least some part of the project process.  The collaborative process boosts inter-personal as well as intra-personal skills and is a great way to build community and bonds in the classroom.  All of this can be done while still addressing other project goals.

One philosophy I model in my projects is that students should be treated as learning artists.  By the end of the process, they should theoretically know how to complete their just-finished project from start to close.  This means I often include parts of the lessons with information about materials and processes.  For example we talk about why we use sealant to protect a mural from the natural elements; we learn the basics of how to clean a paintbrush, etc.
4. Prior teaching experiences (apart from residencies)

University of Alaska Southeast Early Childhood Education Teacher of





Creative Activities for Young Children, Spring Semester 2009
Painting and Backdrop teacher and Resident Artist





White Mountain School, White Mountain, AK May 2009

Literacy through the Arts Celebration Statehood Resident Artist





Bethel, AK April 2009

· Set design and art -- teaching 90 students grades 1-12
Capital Park & Juneau Com. Charter School Mosaic, Juneau AK 2008 

· Created 75 sq. foot exterior mosaic with students K-6
Drawing/painting teacher - Juneau Adolescent Montessori Program, 2008, 2007, 2006




Set design/Sculpture teacher at Juneau Community Charter School, 2008

· Focus on three-dimensional & paper mache designs
· working in conjunction with two other artists (theater and mask/movement)
Painting & Mixed Media teacher The Canvas, Juneau, AK 2006-07

· Curated installation for REACH’s art exhibit, December 2006 and 2007

· Teaching adults with a range of mental and physical disabilities

Sitka Fine Arts Camp drawing, mixed-media, mural teacher, 2009, 2007, 2006

· Teaching technical drawing skills and portraiture to grades 6-8

· Three-dimensional projects grades K-5

· Live performance painting a 30’x45’ sail (in conjunction with percussionist)
Art Specialist at Glacier Valley Elementary, Juneau, AK 2006 

· Teaching grades K-3 emphasizing art integration into core studies
Perseverance Theater, STAR Program Props Designer, Juneau, AK 2006 

· Property design for four shows (including Shakespeare, native play, etc.)

Drawing and Mixed Media teacher at Juneau Fine Arts Camp, 2006

· Teaching painting, mixed media (focus on found objects) to grades 4-7

Juneau Douglas High Scenic Painter & Props Designer, Pippin 2006

· Tasks included 2-D flats, woodworking, & paper mache properties; grades 9-12
5. Why do you want to teach the arts in Juneau schools?

I have lived in Juneau and Gustavus for about 4 years and consider this my home.  As an artist and Teaching Artist, I have had the opportunity to serve many communities within and outside of the state.  It is my hope and desire to have the main community that I serve to be the one I call home.  My timeline here has no foreseeable end, my daughter is here, my family and friends are here and this is where I want my energy to be concentrated.

6. Past Experience with Artist in the Schools residencies: 
Date              School/ Grades
                 School Location   Length of Residency
   Art Form(s)


May 2009         gr. 5-8 Anvil City Science Academy  Nome     
            
2 weeks   painted exterior mural which









               doubled as a backdrop 

March 2009      gr. K-1 Baranof Elementary                Sitka 
               2 weeks      painted exterior mural for 

              chain link fence

February 2009  gr. K-12 Akiuk Memorial School       Akiuk                  
 2 weeks     paint/collage stretched 










           canvas, doubled as backdrop

February 2009  gr. K-10  Klukwan School                  Klukwan                2 weeks   paint/collage continuous 










          narrative mural for commons

April 2008        gr. K-12  Gustavus School                 Gustavus                4 weeks   paint exterior 500 sq.ft mural April 2007        gr. K-5 Riverbend Elementary           Juneau                    3 weeks   paint/collage interior mural

March 2007      gr. K-12 Hoonah School                    Hoonah                   3weeks    paint/collage interior mural

March 2006      gr. K-5 Harborview Elementary        Juneau                     3 weeks   paint/collage exterior mural

7. Have you been part of the Juneau Teaching Artist workshop series?

_______Yes, whole series
____ Yes, some of the workshops
___X__ No, not yet

8. 3 references
Jeanine Brooks

Counselor, In-School Coordinator for Sitka Sea Creature mural project March 2009

Email address - brooksj@mail.ssd.k12.ak.us
Work phone -- (907) 747-5825

Roger Schmidt

Sitka Fine Arts Camp Director

Email address – rschmidt@fineartscamp.org

Work phone – (907) 747-3085

Ellie Sharman 

Kindergarten-First Grade Teacher, In-School Coordinator for Gustavus School mural 2008

Email address – esharman@chathamsd.org

Work phone – (907) 697 - 2248

Home phone – (907) 697-2304
9. Other Comments that help illuminate your work or life as an artist???

I really enjoy the challenges and energy that being an artist offers.  Working with many young minds and hands on a project offers the opportunity to create unlike any other group and setting.  Please feel free to contact me with any idea you may have and I will be happy to do what I can to execute that idea.  It is my pleasure and my passion.
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