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Juneau Arts and Humanities Council – Juneau School District

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

2009-10 TEACHING ARTIST PROFILE and APPLICATION
Name
RYAN CONARRO
Address:
223 Gastineau Ave

Juneau, AK 99801
Phone Number:
(907) 321-2888
Email Address:
rconarro@hotmail.com
Preferred Method for contact:
PLEASE CONTACT ME BY EMAIL.  I am traveling abroad until mid-fall 2009, and until I return to Juneau, my cell phone number will not be working.  Thank you!

I am available to work/teach

________ in 1 - 2 week residency period only

__X___ I am flexible, could work different times
________ can work 1 day/week for a month or more

_____ could work part days, different times 
1. Arts education and/or arts background
I am a theatre actor, director, and playwright, and I also work as a teacher of theatre and an arts-based educator.  I earned a BFA from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts in drama and English.  At NYU I also earned graduate-level credits from the Creative Arts Team in courses focused on using drama to teach academic content.

As a professional artist, I have worked as an actor with New York’s Aquila Theatre Company (with whom I toured nationally and performed Off-Broadway); as an actor, director, writer, and educator with Perseverance Theatre in Juneau; and as a director and writer with Juneau’s Opera To Go.

I continue to pursue opportunities for further training as a theatre artist.  In 2008, I trained as a graduate student in the SITI Company’s summer theatre intensive at Skidmore College in New York.  In summer of 2009, I joined New York’s Theatre Mitu in their South India Artist Intensive in Bangalore, India, learning traditional Indian performance art forms.  In late summer and fall 2009, I pursued further training in kalaripayattu, a traditional Indian martial art form, which I first experienced with Theatre Mitu.

2. ART FORM(s) and age of students you are interested in working with. 

I enjoy many different types of theatre, from classical work like Shakespeare to contemporary/ “experimental”/ and original work.  Below are some of the workshop structures I’ve created in the past, but I’m also interested to talk with teachers about their ideas and needs in order to create new workshop models.

· Creating Original Theatre Pieces (middle and high school): teaching students the fundamentals of performance, then giving them the opportunity to use those fundamentals to create their own pieces.  Any academic content area may be folded into this workshop as content for the performance piece(s).

· Shakespeare (intermediate elementary through high school): demystifying Shakespeare’s language; making it fun and accessible to both student-performers and audiences; and creating an abbreviated production of Shakespeare’s play(s).  This workshop can address standards in literature, grammar, history, and social studies.

· Page to Stage: Adapting and Performing Stories (primary elementary through high school): guiding students in understanding how a play script looks and functions compared with prose text; leading students in adapting a given story and embellishing it with their own sense of Voice; and rehearsing and performing the new student-created play.  This workshop can fulfill standards in Writing and Language, as well as in many other content areas depending upon the content of the original text adapted.

· Creating Interview-Based Theatre (middle and high school): Focusing on a topic that’s relevant to the school community or the wider community, guiding the students in selecting interviewees, conducting and recording valuable interviews, and transforming those interviews into a play script.  Then, rehearsing and performing that script.  This workshop also fulfills stands in Writing and Language, as well as Social Studies and Culture, in addition to other content areas depending upon the content of the interviews.

· Movement-based Theatre (any age level): Teaching students the fundamentals of movement for performance, and creating a performance event that’s primarily physical.  This fulfills standards in Physical Education, Health, and other content areas depending upon the content of the performance.

3. What themes, concepts, experiences do you want to share with students?

I am interested in giving students the opportunity to discover academic content—especially written language, grammar, and oral language skills—in an exciting, dynamic way.

Most of all, I believe strongly in the value of drama for humans to develop into strong, confident adults who are capable of taking risks, articulating themselves, and standing before others as leaders.  I’m honored to have any opportunity to take students on this growth journey.
4. Prior Teaching Experiences (apart from residencies)

I have had many other prior teaching experiences, including but not limited to:

· Sitka Fine Arts Camp instructor

· Lower Kuskokwim School District Drama Teaching Artist for its Literacy Through the Arts program (developing and implementing arts-based education curriculum)

· Alaska Arts Education Consortium Basic Arts Institute Teacher Leader for drama

· Alaska State Literacy Conference drama-based education workshop leader
5. Why do you want to teach the arts in Juneau schools?

I believe that the arts are a vital part of a healthy education curriculum.  Moreover, I believe that the arts in general—and theatre in particular—have the power to enliven other academic curricula with excitement, relevance, and engagement for students.  I want to provide for Juneau students exciting days at school that they go home telling their families about, and that they grow up remembering as highlights in their schooling.

6. Past Experience with Artist in the Schools residencies
This is a partial list of some of the more ambitious residencies I’ve completed:

Date
   School/ Grades
   School Location
   Length of Residency
   Art Form(s)


      
2004
Chevak School / All
Chevak, AK

2 weeks

theatre and visual


2005-08  Juneau Charter School
Juneau

 Four 4-week residencies
theatre; visual; music


2006
Ketchikan High School
Ketchikan 

2 weeks

theatre (Shakespeare)

2004-08
Glacier Valley School
Juneau

Four 3-week residencies
radio;drama; visual; music


2007
Gladys Dart School
Manley Hot Springs
2 weeks

theatre (Shakespeare)


2007-08
Anvil City Science Academy
Nome
Two 2-week residencies
theatre; music; visual

7. Have you been part of the Juneau Teaching Artist workshop series?

___  Yes, whole series
___X___ Yes, some of the workshops
_____ No, not yet
8. 3 references 
Merry Ellefson, Perseverance Theatre


364-2421

merry@perseverancetheatre.org
Lorrie Heagy, Glacier Valley School

Lorrie_heagy@jsd.k12.ak.us
Annie Calkins, JAHC and LKSD Arts Literacy program Evaluator

(907) 789-3486
calkinsa@alaska.com 
9. Other Comments that help illuminate your work or life as an artist
I look forward to the opportunity to work with more Juneau students!
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